
Welcome to our open night. Please sit and watch our slideshow on classroom 
routines and whole school approaches. 



How do 
children learn 
to read?

The past few years has yielded tremendous, 
interdisciplinary insights into the process of 
learning to read, gathered from 
developmental psychology, cognitive 
neuropsychology, developmental linguistics, 
and educational intervention research.

Indeed, this is the most studied aspect of 
human learning. Dozens of journals publish 
empirical research on reading. Major research 
syntheses have been consistent in the findings 
on learning to read and teaching reading 
which is now known asthe science of reading.



http://www.literacysanantonio.com/science-of-reading





hǊ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΧ



So, what needs to be taught?

There are Six Essential Skills:

Oral Language
Phonemic Awareness

Phonics 
Vocabulary

Fluency
Comprehension



What is Oral Language?

Oral languageis the system through 
which we usespokenwords to express 
knowledge, ideas, and feelings. Oral 
language is often associated 
with vocabulary as the main 
component. However, oral language is 
comprised of much more. In the 
broadest definition, oral language 
consists of six areas: phonology, 
grammar, morphology, vocabulary, 
discourse, and pragmatics.



What is Phonological and Phonemic awareness?

Phonological awareness is a crucial skill to develop in children. It is described as sensitivity to the 
sound structure of language. It is strongly linked to early reading and spelling success through its 
association with phonics. It includes recognising phonological patterns such as rhyme and alliteration, 
awareness of syllables and phonemes within words and hearing multiple phonemes within words.

Phonemic awareness is a critical subset of phonological awareness. Phonemic awareness refers to the 
specific ability to focus on and manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken words. Phonemic 
awareness is auditory and does not involve words in print it includes:

ω ōƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ

ω ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ

ω ŘŜƭŜǘƛƴƎκƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ



What is Phonics?

Phonics is concerned with sound-letter 
relationships in written words and 
builds upon a foundation of language 
and phonological awareness. Phonics 
instruction helps children learn the 
relationship between letters of the 
written language and the sounds of the 
spoken language. Research suggests a 
synthetic phonics approach (blending 
and segmenting phonemes) is the most 
efficient way to teach phonics. 



What is Vocabulary?

Vocabulary refers to knowledge of words, including their structure, use, meanings and links to 
other words. Words all have: 

ω ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ǾŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ 

ω ǇƘƻƴƻƭƻƎȅ ςthat is, sounds 

ω ƳƻǊǇƘƻƭƻƎȅ ςthat is, word parts 

ω ǎȅƴǘŀȄΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ƻǊ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ 

ω ǳǎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ 

Oral vocabulary refers to words children can understand or use while speaking and listening. 
Oral vocabulary is closely related to reading vocabulary, which comprises the words children 
can recogniseand use in their reading or writing. 



What is Fluency?

Reading fluency can be thought of in two different but complementary ways: 

ω vǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜΥ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊƘȅǘƘƳΣ ǇƘǊŀǎƛƴƎΣ 
intonation, naturalness, and use of voice for different characters or moods. 

ω vǳŀƴǘƛǘŀǘƛǾŜΥ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǊŜŀŘΣ 
and speed or number of words read per minute. Quality and accuracy together are indicators 
of fluent reading. Both are necessary for reading achievement, but not sufficient. 

It is an important goal for children to become accurate, efficient, and therefore fluent readers. 
Facilitating repeated practice of reading aloud is key to developing fluency. The goal for all 
children is for decoding to become easy and automatic, so they can free up their attention to 
focus on the meaning of the text.



What is Comprehension?

Reading comprehension is extracting and constructing meaning from written text using knowledge of words, 
concepts, facts, and ideas. 

Comprehension means understanding text: spoken, written and/or visual. Comprehension is an active and 
complex process which: 

Å includes the act of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning from text

Å enables readers to derive meaning from text when they engage in intentional, problem solving and 
thinking processes 

Å is a lived and institutionally situated social, cultural and intellectual practice that is much more than a 
semantic element of making meaning.

Å Is highly related to background knowledge and vocabulary



Besides the Big 6, what 
else is important to 

reading?



Orthography 

Orthographical knowledge is the awareness of the symbols (letters or groups of letters) used to 
represent the individual sounds of spoken language in written form. 

The complexities of the English Alphabetic Code include:
1. One sound (phoneme) can be represented by one, two, three or four letters: e.g. k, sh, ng, igh, 

eigh

2. One sound can be represented by different spellings (graphemes): e.g. /oa/ is represented by: 
o, oa, ow, oe, o-e, eau, ough

3. hƴŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΥ ŜΦƎΦ ΨoughΩΥ κoa/ though, /or/ thought, /oo/ 
through, /ou/ plough, /u/ thorough



Spelling is taught alongside reading

The process of spelling is the reverse to 
reading. It requires children to identify 
the sounds in a word and then to 
match a letter (or letters) with that 
ǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ΨƳŀƪŜΩ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΦ 
This takes a five step process:



Quality Literature

Literature forms a centrepiece to being a reader or a writer. It comprises 
literary texts, such as short stories, novels, poetry, prose, plays, film and 
multimodal texts. The pleasures and understandings afforded by 
engaged reading, interpreting, appreciating, evaluating and creating 
literature enable children to expand their ideas, think deeply and notice 
new things in their world. Our children need:

ω ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΣ ƻǊ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
discuss their reading 

ω ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
read by themselves 

ω ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
ways


